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CASE ASSIGNMENT HISTORY 

     The Cochise County Indigent 
Defense Coordinator’s Office, Public 
Defender, and Legal Defender, provide 
legal counsel in all cases where a 
person is constitutionally entitled to an 
attorney and the court has determined 
that they are indigent and do not have 
the financial ability to hire one.  These 
cases include criminal felony, 
misdemeanor, extradition and appellate 
cases, juvenile delinquency and  
dependency cases, and mental health 
commitment cases. 

Cochise County 
INDIGENT DEFENSE  

Amy Hunley 
Indigent Defense Administrator 

Mark Suagee 
Public Defender 

Joel Larson 
Legal Defender 

 

 



FY12/13 BUDGET 

ATTORNEY FEE ASSESSMENTS 

 $79,292 collected by Courts  (PD revenue)   

 

CASE ASSIGNMENTS  

 2,778 new case assignments  

 PD and LD handled all new felony cases, 
except conflict cases (82% of total) 

 

PD/LD FELONY CASE AGING 

Days from arraignment to disposition  
Excluding failed diversion, withdrawals, extra-
ordinary trial (i.e. multiple continuances, retrial) 
cases 

 PD:  209 felony cases concluded  
            74% within 100 days 
            91% within 180 days 

 LD:  199 felony cases concluded 
            62% within 100 days 
            92% within 180 days 

 

FELONY TRIALS 

 PD:    5 Trials 

 LD:    4 Trials 

 IDC:  6 Trials 

 
EARLY RESOLUTION COURT 

 Indigent Defense continued to play an 
integral part in the Early Resolution Court 
program 

     There were 2,778 new cases assigned in 
FY12/13, a decrease of 407 cases compared 
to the previous fiscal year.   

  577 FELONY CASES ASSIGNED 

     183 Fewer Cases Than In FY11/12 

 PD: 45% (259 cases) 
 LD: 38% (217 cases) 
 IDC Attorneys: 17% (101 cases) 

  277 PTR CASES ASSIGNED 

     49 Fewer Cases Than In FY11/12 

 PD: 60% (165 cases) 
 LD: 40% (112 cases) 

 1,065 MISDEMEANOR CASES ASSIGNED 

    13 Fewer Cases Than In FY11/12 

 PD:   3%  (36 cases) 
 LD:  15% (160 cases) 
 IDC Attorneys:  82% (869 cases) 

  370 DELINQUENCY CASES ASSIGNED 

    206 Fewer Cases Than In FY11/12 

 PD: 50% (185 cases) 
 LD: 40% (149 cases) 
 IDC Attorneys:  10% (36 cases) 

  219 DEPENDENCY CASES ASSIGNED 

    25 More Cases Than In FY11/12 

 PD: 24% (52 cases) 
 LD: 24% (52 cases) 
 IDC Attorneys: 52% (115 cases) 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS NEW CASE ASSIGNMENTS 

Indigent defense used $86,688 in special revenue 
funding to avoid expense to the general fund.  Fill 
the Gap funds were used to support case tracking 
software upgrades and programming for the PD, LD 
and IDC, and to partially fund an investigator for 
LD and a paralegal for PD.   Training funds paid for 
mandatory CLE credits for PD and LD staff. 

FY12/13 SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

GENERAL FUND 

 Adopted

Budget 

 Total

Expenses 
 Salary 

Savings 

 Vacancy

Savings 

IDC* 997,490$    1,289,467$ -$      -$        

PD 1,423,533$ 1,259,343$ 3,921$  73,531$  

LD 887,348$    891,713$    -$      12,254$  

TOTALS 3,308,371$ 3,440,523$ 3,921$  85,785$  

BUDGET LESS EXPENSES: -$132,152

 *IDC expenses include $245,201 in expenses for Capital 

   murder cases


